
 

Leaflet 
 

Simply Living Community Garden Newsletter 
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Contacts 
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ph 9690 1188 
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John Tansey 

 
Web: 
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follow Port Melbourne link 
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Diary Dates 
 
Monday gardening 
(Term time only) 
Preschool families: 
11.45am– 12.45pm 
 
 
Garden (working) Bees 
3rd Sat, 10-11am 
21 Aug, 18 Sep, 16 Oct 
 
Kitchen Mates 
Fridays fortnightly 
11am—1.30pm 
 
Make & Mend 
3rd Wed, 1-4 pm 
18 Aug, 15 Sep, 20 Oct 
 
Grow & Eat  
(School hols only) 
Wed, 1.30—3 pm, 
 
Subscribe to Leaflet 
If you would like to be add-
ed to the “Leaflet” email list 
(get it first, in colour, save 
paper and get occasional 
updates about activities) 
please send a message to: 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 
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Garden update 
With interruptions due to lock down and a 
lengthy period without a working water 
pump, our winter garden is a bit wilder than 
usual, with plants that are self sown or pret-
ty much able to manage on their own. 
 
We have lots of parsley, oregano, rocket 
and warrigal greens (also called New Zea-
land spinach).   
 
The winter legumes, broad beans and sug-
ar snap peas, are growing slowly.  The 
peas had a hard time getting established 
but were helped by using cut-off bottles to  
protect from the seedling munchers. 
 
On the other hand the zucchinis had an 
extra long season and kept producing well 
into the cold weather. 
 
Garden wildlife 
If you visit the garden 
you may notice some 
installations to help our 
garden wildlife. 
 
The children who at-
tended Grow & Eat dur-
ing the April school hol-
idays made a great 
insect hotel.  This is 
now under one of the 
plum trees to provide a 
winter shelter for bene-
ficial insects near the 
vegie beds. 
 
Two microbat tubes have been installed 
high up in the palm trees at the front of the 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are planning to expand our wildflower 
garden during late winter/early spring.  This 
was a plan for 2020 that was stymied by 
last year’s extended lockdown. 

Compost 
Thanks to everyone who contributes to our 
compost, especially those who put in the 
hard work to turn the compost each month. 
 
Fruit fly warning 
A disturbing find in the compost were a 
couple of masses of  5mm long fruit fly pu-
pae, quietly waiting for warmer weather to 
hatch.  We suspect these were from mag-
gots in infected fruit put in the compost.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melbourne winters are usually too cold for 
fruit fly but when the weather warms up, 
please be on the look out for tiny (2-3 mm 
long) white maggots in your fruit, including 
tomatoes, capsicums, zucchinis 
 
It is vitally important that infected fruit is 
NOT put into the compost (you can see 
what happens!)  An easy and effective dis-
posal method is to put in a bag in the freez-
er for at least two days and then put the 
bag in the rubbish (NOT the compost). 
 
We dug out as many as we could find and 
put them in the freezer for 2 weeks (to 
make sure!).  We will have to monitor the 
garden over summer in case we missed 
some and they hatch and infect our garden 
produce. 
 
For more information about fruit fly in Victo-
ria see: https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
biosecurity/pest-insects-and-mites/priority-
pest-insects-and-mites/queensland-fruit-fly/
controlling-queensland-fruit-fly-in-home-
gardens 
 
 

The Simply Living Community 
Garden was built in 2008 with 
support from the City of Port 
Phillip Community Grants Pro-
gram 
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Seed exchange 
Thanks to all who have been sharing seeds through 
the seed exchange. 
 
Before buying seed for your spring and summer plant-
ings check the seed exchange—you may find what you 
want or something new and interesting to grow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skill sharing opportunities 
Our skill sharing activities have all resumed face to face 
with covid safe plans (except during periods of lock-
down).   
 
You will need to do covid check-in to all activities, includ-
ing those held outdoors, as well as register attendance 
as an activity particpant.  Where bookings are required 
please contact Janet. 
 
Garden working bees  
10-11 am, 3rd Saturday of the month.   
 
Each month there is a special focus on a garden skill or 
seasonal job as well as routine garden maintenance.   
 
Please wear suitable clothing, including enclosed shoes 
and sun protection, bring your own water bottle and hand 
tools/bucket if you have them.   
 
Family Gardening 
11.45 am—12.45 pm Mondays during term time; garden 
activities for pre-schoolers and their parents and carers. 
 
Make & Mend  
1-4 pm, 3rd Wednesday of the month in the church hall.  
Drop in sewing, crafting, mending and more.  Bring your 
own project or help make something for our community.  
Sewing machines are available for use and afternoon tea 
is provided. 
 
Kitchen Mates 
Fridays fortnightly, 11 am—1.30 pm 
Social cooking; prepare and eat a healthy and delicious 
lunch. 
Bookings required, $5 per session. 
 
Grow & Eat 
School holiday gardening and cooking activities for 4-12 
year olds and families.  This will run again in the Septem-
ber school holidays.  Places limited and bookings re-
quired.  Each family or household group must include an 
adult.  Cost: $5 per child or $10 per family. 
 
 
 

Grow & Eat in July 
It has been great to meet face to face for Grow & Eat this 
year, albeit with smaller numbers due to covid protocols. 
One of the July activities was to make garden wind 
chimes from  variety of items found in home and tool 
shed.   
 
Thanks to several church members and the Men’s Shed 
for providing old keys and various bits and pieces to 
make some very musical chimes.  Thanks also to Wayne 
for passing on his worm farm, which will feature in the 
activities in September Grow & Eat 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome John 
We are very happy to welcome John Tansey as our new 
minister at South Port Uniting Church, including the con-
gregations at both South Melbourne and Port Melbourne. 
 
Worship at South Port Uniting Church  
Sunday services: 
10 am @ South Melbourne (325 Dorcas St) - via Zoom 
while restoration works are in progress. 
 
5pm @ Port Melbourne (144 Bridge St) - note change to 
earlier time at least until daylight savings resumes. 
 
 
Thank you 
Our garden is a real community effort.   
 
Thanks to everyone who contributes to its care and 
maintenance, especially during the lockdowns. 
 

Picking from the garden 
Everyone is welcome to pick from the garden for their 
personal use.  The only things we ask are that you: 

 pick only what you need for your family today, 

 take care with the plants so that they can continue to 
grow and produce more for everyone.  The only 
whole plants that may be taken are the root vegies, 
(radishes, carrots, beetroot), onions and cabbages.  

 contribute to the garden in some way, such as: bring-
ing shredded paper for composting, watering the gar-
den, helping out at working bees, or making a dona-
tion (which could be cash, plants, manure, garden 
stakes, wire mesh, tools, etc.) 


