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Diary Dates 
 
All group activities are 
suspended until  
further notice 
 
Monday gardening 
 
Garden (working) Bees 
 
Kitchen Mates 
 
Make & Mend 
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paper and get occasional 
updates about activities) 
please send a message to: 
janet.hoare@ 
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Garden update 
A big thank you to everyone who has 
worked to keep the garden going this year! 
 
It has been lovely to hear from people who 
discovered the garden during their daily 
walks.  Our green spaces are so valuable. 
 
Despite the lockdown, work restrictions and  
all the covid-safe rules, the garden kept 
growing through winter and spring. 
 
The summer planting is a bit behind sched-
ule as we catch up with processing the 
compost and preparing the beds for new 
planting. 
 
The tomatoes that were grown from seed at 
home and planted out in November are 
starting to set fruit.  We’ve also planted out 
capsicum seedlings and bean and zucchini 
seeds. 
 
The parsley has thrived and there is still 
plenty to harvest although starting to send 
out flowers.  Some new herb beds have 
been made around the sides of the beds 
and different varieties of oregano planted 
around the garden—thanks to Angelo. 
 
The early plums are ripening (and being 
enjoyed by the birds).  The rest will ripen in 
early January.   
 
Seed exchange 
New for the summer is a seed exchange.  
We are looking for a suitable (preferably 
recycled) cabinet or set of drawers that can 
sit under cover near the garden.  If you 
have or find something you are willing to 
donate please let us know. 
 
In the meantime are starting small with a 
seed exchange box in the Little Free Li-
brary at the front of the church.   
 
If you have extra seeds 
you’d like to share 
please put into a small 
packet (max 6cm x 6cm) 
and label with the type 
of plant, date collected 
and any other infor-
mation that would be 
useful for growers.  Re-
member most people 
have small spaces and 
only need a few seeds 
at a time. 

Garden wildlife 
The wildflower garden has grown well and 
is attracting a variety of butterflies and other 
insects.   
 
The extended lockdown period took us too 
late into the year to do some more planting 
so this has been postponed to autumn. 

 
This velvet gecko has been helping keep 
the bugs at bay in the vegie patch! 
 
Compost 
The compost bays were closed for an ex-
tended period during the lockdown when 
they had filled and no-one was able to pro-
cess the mature compost at the other end 
to make space for new material. 
 
During this quiet period the worms and 
composting organisms were hard at work 
making beautiful compost for the garden. 
 
Now that we are able to return to work in 
the garden the compost is gradually being 
processed and added to the garden.  This 
is still slow going as we have not yet been 
able to use our big compost sifter. 
 
We recently had a lot of flies in and around 
the compost.  On investigation we found a 
large number of uneaten egg and bacon 
rolls had been put in amongst the vegie 
scraps.  It was not a pleasant job to dig 
through and remove them all and we hope 
this won’t happen again. 
 
There is a list of what can and can’t be put 
in the compost on the lid.  Please only add 
items that are on the  “Yes please” list.  No 
meat, bread or cooked food . 
 
 

The Simply Living Community 
Garden was built in 2008 with 
support from the City of Port 
Phillip Community Grants Pro-
gram 



Skill sharing opportunities 
Garden working bees have resumed with a covid-safe 
work plan, 10-11 am, 3rd Saturday of the month. 
 
You are welcome to join in a working bee if you are well.  
Please wear suitable clothing, including enclosed shoes 
and sun protection, bring your own water bottle and hand 
tools/bucket if you have them.   
 
The Make & Mend and Kitchen Mates groups have been 
keeping in touch via newsletters, email, phone and 
Zoom. 
 
We are planning to resume Make & Mend on-site in Jan-
uary (3rd Wednesday of the month, 1-4 pm).  More de-
tails will be available in January.  If you are interested in 
coming along or would like more information please con-
tact Janet 

 

Art in the garden 
You may have noticed the Care Garden that was 
“planted” during the lockdown.  Flowers, butterflies and 
other critters were made from recycled materials and 
stuck on sticks from our pruned plum trees.   
 
Thanks to everyone who added their creations and wish-
es for the community to the colourful collection.  
 
In the lead up to Christmas you will find nine works of art 
around the garden with the theme “Those who Dream”.   
You are welcome to stroll through, look, reflect and enjoy 
as you prepare for Christmas. 
 

Christmas & Sunday services at  
South Port Uniting Church  
Worship services have resumed in person.  For Decem-
ber-January our congregations are meeting at only one 
site: South Melbourne Uniting Church, 325 Dorcas St at 
10 am. 
 
Sunday 20th December, 10 am, Christmas picnic ser-
vice on the lawns at South Melbourne.  Bring your own 
chair or blanket, morning tea, sun hat and sunscreen.  If 
you can, please also register beforehand using this link: 
https://www.trybooking.com/BNFWK, or register on the 
day. 
 
Christmas Day, 10 am at South Melbourne  
 
The services are also live-streamed on the Port Mel-
bourne Uniting Church facebook page:  
https://m.facebook.com/portmelbourneuca/.   
The link will remain on the page so you can also view at 
another time.  If you don’t have a Facebook account you 
can ignore the message about login or create an account 
and scroll down the page to the service video. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you 
In a difficult year you have continued to put the commu-
nity into this community garden.. Thank you to each of 
you who kept the garden going this year by weeding, 
watering, planting, tidying up, shredding paper, dropping 
off cardboard, coming to working bees, donating time, 
seeds, mulch and much more. 
 
Wishing you a peaceful, joyful and safe Christmas and 
New Year! 

Picking from the garden 
Everyone is welcome to pick from the garden for their 
personal use.  The only things we ask are that you: 

 pick only what you need for your family today, 

 take care with the plants so that they can continue to 
grow and produce more for everyone.  The only 
whole plants that may be taken are the root vegies, 
(radishes, carrots, beetroot), onions and cabbages.  

 contribute to the garden in some way, such as: bring-
ing shredded paper for composting, watering the gar-
den, helping out at working bees, or making a dona-
tion (which could be cash, plants, manure, garden 
stakes, wire mesh, tools, etc.) 
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