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Diary Dates 

 
All group activities are 
suspended until  
further notice 
 
Monday gardening 
 
Garden (working) Bees 
 
Kitchen Mates 
 
Make & Mend 
 
 
 
Subscribe to Leaflet 
If you would like to be add-
ed to the “Leaflet” email list 
(get it first, in colour, save 
paper and get occasional 
updates about activities) 
please send a message to: 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 
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Garden update 
Despite lockdowns and shutdowns the gar-
den is still open and growing. 
 
The summer vegetables have finished and 
most have been cleared out or cut back. 
 
The cleared beds have been fertilised  and 
replanted.  Usually this would be done in 
stages by the family gardeners.  We tried 
this year to plant out the whole bed at once 
with mixed success.  With fewer people 
tending the garden our pest control wasn't 
so good and the caterpillars and snails had 
a feast on some of the leafy greens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perpetual spinach seedlings 

 
Successful plantings include rocket, broc-
coli, parsley, beetroot, lettuce, celery, 
spring onions ,broad beans and lots of self-
sown perpetual spinach. 
 

Cabbage white butterflies have been very 
abundant this year.  We made special net-
ting cages (pictured) to protect the broccoli 
seedlings.  
 

The passionfruit has lots of 
fruit.  They are not ripe 
until they turn black.   
 
In a strange quirk, one of 
the plum trees has gone 
out of season with a 
branch of red plums high 
up in the tree.  The local 
birds will love them. 
 
 

Wildflowers and wildlife 
The wildflowers planted last Spring are do-
ing well and have been flowering all 
through summer and autumn.  The grasses 
have been cut back and used a mulch. 
 
We will be doing some more wildflower 
planting later this year.  If you would like to 
help plan for that please contact Janet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our wildflowers 

Citizen science in the garden 
Although our plans for doing Autumn citizen 
science group activities were disrupted, we 
encouraged everyone to do NatureSpot 
and Wild Pollinator Counts in their own lo-
cal spaces or at the garden.  
 
Amongst the creatures observed in the gar-
den in recent months were caper white but-
terflies (usually found much further north) 
and grass dart butterflies. 

Caper white and grass dart butterflies 
 
The Spring Wild pollinator count will be dur-
ing the week, 8-15 November. 

The Simply Living Community 
Garden was built in 2008 with 
support from the City of Port 
Phillip Community Grants Pro-
gram 



Compost 
We have managed to keep the compost open since Jan-
uary.  During April there was a marked reduction in 
scraps being added but this increased to normal volumes 
in May, which means the bays are filling up again. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who has been doing the 
right thing by adding scraps loose and chopped and not 
putting in things they shouldn’t.  This has helped make 
the composting critters happy and they have been doing 
a great job.  
 
The Men’s Shed made us a fantastic bicycle wheel com-
post sifter which we got to use at our January and Febru-
ary working bees.  Unfortunately it is too big for one per-
son to use so we have had to revert to hand sifting for 
the time being.  This is a much slower  process, especial-
ly as the monthly working bees are also on hold.  Thank 
you to Nancy for her composting and weeding help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Above, bicycle wheel compost sifter in action  
 
 

Beside, some beautiful sifted compost 
 
 

Dry shredded paper, torn cardboard & 
dry leaves are always welcome.   
Drop into the brown stuff bin or  

leave in bag or box next to the hall door. 
 
Skill sharing opportunities 
All of our group and skill-sharing activities are on hold 
until further notice. 
 
The Make & Mend and Kitchen Mates groups have been 
keeping in touch via newsletters or email.   
 
Earlier in the year the Makers & Menders made some 
joey pouches and animal beds for the Animal Rescue 
Craft Collective to support wildlife rescuers. 

Extra small joey pouches with liners for baby possums and 
gliders; small animal beds for injured animals 

Grow & Eat School holiday activities during April were 
via an email newsletter.  We are planning at-home fun 
activities for kindergarten to primary school ages for the 
July school holidays.  If would like to be added to the 
Grow & Eat email list please send a message to Janet. 
 
Smart Solutions for Community Services 
Thanks to the City of Port Phillip Smart Solutions for 
Community Services sustainability program,  energy-
efficient lighting was installed in the church hall and kin-
dergarten complex during December-January.   
 
We look forward to seeing what a difference this and the 
solar panels make when we get back to fully utilising the 
buildings.  
 
Sunday services at South Port Uniting Church 
Since the end of March all worship services have been 
online via video or Zoom.  If you would like to join the 
Sunday 10 am Zoom service please contact Belinda 
Clear.  See the message on our noticeboard below. 
 
The weekly videos can be viewed via the blog link on the 
South Port Uniting Church website (www.spuc.org.au) or 
on the Port Melbourne Uniting Church facebook page  
(@PortMelbourneUCA). 

 
Going on a bear hunt? 
Look for our bear waving through the door 
of the church hall, near the vegie patch. 
 

Picking from the garden 
Everyone is welcome to pick from the garden for their 
personal use.  The only things we ask are that you: 

 pick only what you need for your family today, 

 take care with the plants so that they can continue to 
grow and produce more for everyone.  The only 
whole plants that may be taken are the root vegies, 
(radishes, carrots, beetroot), onions and cabbages.  

 contribute to the garden in some way, such as: bring-
ing shredded paper for composting, watering the gar-
den, helping out at working bees, or making a dona-
tion (which could be cash, plants, manure, garden 
stakes, wire mesh, tools, etc.) 


