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The garden is located at 
Port Melbourne Uniting 
Church , 144 Bridge St 
Port Melbourne 

 
Contacts 
Project Worker: 
Janet Hoare 
ph 9690 1188 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 

 
Supply Minister: 

Belinda Clear 
 
Web: 
www.spuc.org.au 
follow Port Melbourne link 
 
Facebook: portmelbourneuca 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday gardening 
Term time, 11.45 –12.45 
 
Garden (working) Bees 
3rd Sat, 10-11 am 
Dec 21 
Jan 18 
Feb 15 
 
Kitchen Mates 
Friday fortnightly 11-1.30 
resumes Jan 24 
 
Make & Mend 
3rd Wed, 1—4 pm 
Dec 18 
Jan 15 
Feb 19 
 
Subscribe to Leaflet 
If you would like to be add-
ed to the “Leaflet” email list 
(get it first, in colour, save 
paper and get occasional 
updates about activities) 
please send a message to: 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 
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Garden update 
Spring has sprung and gone with lots of 
things to harvest from the garden, includ-
ing: leafy greens (spinach, silverbeet,  let-
tuce, warrigal greens), sugar snap peas, 
spring onions and radishes. 
 
The remaining radishes are flowering and 
providing food for an array of beneficial in-
sects.  The flowering silverbeet has been 
full of ladybirds. 
 
Summer planting includes a variety of to-
matoes, which are flowering and starting to 
set fruit.  Chillies, sunflowers and beans are 
all starting to grow.   
 
Our zucchinis have not done so well and 
will be replanted. 
 
The plum trees flowered beautifully and 
have plenty of green fruit, although not as 
much as last year.  Plums will start ripening 
in the next few weeks, with most of them 
ripe in January. 
 
Our garden relies on tank water so we hope 
that there will be some summer rain to top 
up the tank .  We are using the shade cloth 
and mulch to try to retain soil moisture as 
much as possible.   
 
Wildflower garden 
In October Grow & Eat and family garden-
ing children help plant out some indigenous 
wildflowers at the front of the church. Many 
of these flowered during the spring and 
some are flowering now.  These will con-
tribute to local biodiversity and attract bene-
ficial insects to the garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hoverfly on radish flower 

 
 
 
 

Citizen science in the garden 
During November we had two opportunities 
to contribute to our collective knowledge of 
the creatures that live in and around our 
neighbourhood.  The Wild Pollinator spring 
count (https://wildpollinatorcount.com) 
looked specifically at pollinaters, while Na-
turespot (https://ecocentre.com/naturespot) 
looked for a wider array of flora and fauna.  
 

The photos in this edition of Leaflet are of 
some of the creatures found in our garden.  
Most exciting to discover perhaps were the 
tiny native leaf cutter bees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leafcutter bee, approx. 2mm long 

 
Naturespot will continue next year in Sum-
mer, 18-24 January and Autumn, 4-10 April 
and the Wild pollinator count in Autumn, 12-
19 April and Spring, 8-15 November. 
 
Compost 
Thanks to everyone who has read and re-
sponded to the signage about chopping 
scraps and adding them loose.  This has 
really helped our compost work more effi-
ciently.  
 
Those who use our compost system will 
know that it is very, very popular.  So much 
so that we had to close it for five weeks in 
early Spring to give the composters time to 
do their work. 
 
A large amount of mature compost has 
been taken out, sifted and put onto the gar-
den for summer planting but it is still filling 
up at a greater rate than can be composted 
down. 
 

The Simply Living Community 
Garden was built in 2008 with 
support from the City of Port 
Phillip Community Grants Pro-
gram 

https://ecocentre.com/naturespot


This means the compost bays will be closed again for 
four weeks from our working bee on 21st December 
to the next working bee on 18th January. 
 
In good news for the compost volunteers, the Men’s 
Shed is making  a bicycle wheel compost sifter for us.  
We look forward to sifting more compost faster in future! 
 
Green cone 
The demonstration green cone solar digester was in-
stalled in October and appears to be working well.  
Thanks to City of Port Phillip sustainability program for 
donating the cone. 
 
Thanks to Liz who is our authorised green cone feeder.  
We are still looking for one more person to feed the cone 
so please contact Janet if you would like to feed the cone 
instead of the compost bays.   
 
Please do not put scraps into the green cone unless you 
have been authorised to do so.  The cone will not work if 
too much is put in at a time. 
 

 
 
 
A tiny spider  found hid-
ing in the silverbeet 

 
 
 
 

 
Skill sharing opportunities 
You are welcome to come and be part of our community 
of gardeners, cooks, makers and menders.  Share your 
skills or learn some new ones.  You don’t need to be an 
expert, just willing to join in! 
 
Working bees and Make & Mend will continue as usual in 
January.  Kitchen Mates will resume on 24th January.  
Family gardening will return in March when the weather 
is cooler and children have settled into kindergarten rou-
tine.  
 
Kitchen Mates: Friday, fortnightly, 11 am-1.30 pm; com-
munity kitchen, cook and eat a healthy lunch together 
$5.00 per session, Bookings required, contact Janet or 
ph 9690 1188.   

 
 
 
An unidentified beetle in 
the silverbeet; it is about 
the size of a ladybird. 

 
 
 
 
 

Community working bees:  
10-11 am, third Saturday of the month.  Share your gar-
dening skills or pick up some new ones while helping to 
maintain the garden.  Gloves, tools and refreshments 
provided.   

Make and Mend 
Monthly get together to stitch and fix or make something 
new.  Drop in to work on your own project or join in one 
of ours.  Sewing machines provided.  Third Wednesday 
of the month, 1.00-4.00 pm  Afternoon tea provided. 
 
Smart Solutions for Community Services 
Thanks to the City of Port Phillip Smart Solutions for 
Community Services sustainability program, we now 
have rooftop solar panels on the church hall and are in 
the process of installing more efficient lighting through-
out the church and kindergarten complex.   
 
In 2020 we will be focussing on waste and water. 
 
Christmas 2019 at Port Melbourne Uniting Church  
 

 Carols by Candlelight, Tues 17th, 7-8 pm, featuring 
Port Melbourne Primary School choir 
 

 Blue Christmas , Thurs 19th, 7 pm, a quiet reflec-
tive service amidst the busyness of the season 
 

 Christmas Day, Wed 25th, 9.30 am 
 

All welcome! 
Thank you 
Once again a big thank you to the community of people 
who care for and contribute to our community garden, 
whether that be volunteering at working bees, bringing 
shredded paper and leaves for the brown stuff bin, do-
nating pots and seedling punnets, watering the garden 
or just keeping an eye on it.    

 

Wishing you a happy and blessed Christmas and 
New Year from the congregation at Port Melbourne 

Uniting Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cabbage white butterfly—friend or foe?   
Butterflies are pollinators, caterpillars eat leaves; children love 

to find the caterpillars and to chase the butterflies 

Picking from the garden 
Everyone is welcome to pick from the garden for their 
personal use.  The only things we ask are that you: 

 pick only what you need for your family today, 

 take care with the plants so that they can continue to 
grow and produce more for everyone.  The only 
whole plants that may be taken are the root vegies, 
(radishes, carrots, beetroot), onions and cabbages.  

 contribute to the garden in some way, such as: bring-
ing shredded paper for composting, watering the gar-
den, helping out at working bees, or making a dona-
tion (which could be cash, plants, manure, garden 
stakes, wire mesh, tools, etc.) 


