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Simply Living Community Garden Newsletter 

The garden is located at 
Port Melbourne Uniting 
Church , 144 Bridge St 
Port Melbourne 

 
Contacts 
Project Worker: 
Janet Hoare 
ph 9690 1188 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 

 
Minister: 
Rev Hoon You 
Ph 0403 369 781 
hoonyou@gmail.com 

 
Web: 
www.spuc.org.au 
follow Port Melbourne link 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday gardening 
Term time, 1.15-2.00pm 
 
Garden (working) Bees 
3rd Sat, 10-11 am 
15th Dec 
19th Jan 
16th Feb 
 
Kitchen Mates 
Friday fortnightly 11-1.30 
resumes 25th Jan 
 
Make & Mend 
3rd Wed, 12.30—3.30 
 
 
Subscribe to Leaflet 
If you would like to be add-
ed to the “Leaflet” email list 
(get it first, in colour, save 
paper and get occasional 
updates about activities) 
please send a message to: 
janet.hoare@ 
southportuniting.org.au 
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Garden update 
Welcome to the 50th issue of Leaflet, which 
coincides with the 10th anniversary of the 
garden.   
 
A big thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed to the growth and health of the gar-
den during that time. 
 
You can see from the photos included here 
how the garden has changed over the 
years. 
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Garden beds 
Our compost has been put to good use to 
build up the organic matter in our beds for 
summer planting.   
 
The low bed will be our summer bean bed.  
Half is currently filled with flowering radish-
es and almost-finished spinach.  The flow-
ers are providing food for our beneficial 
insects including bees, ladybirds and hover-
flies. 

 
 
 
 
 
2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tap bed has spring onions and has re-
cently been sown with silver beet and beet-
root as well as self-sown rocket and pak 
choy.  We have also planted some capsi-
cums and chillies at the end. 
 
The middle bed is this year’s tomato bed, 
with several heritage varieties already set-
ting fruit. 

 
The compost bed has a variety of leafy 
greens including self-sown lettuce and am-
aranth as well as some colourful violas.  
Zucchinis have been planted here too. 

 
                  2013 

 
Foodwall 
Our resident possum managed to breach 
the “possum -proof” cage and demolish the 
silverbeet.  We’re trying planting lots of 
strongly flavoured herbs here—maybe they 
will survive.   
 
The area behind the hall looks great now 
following a big spring clean.  Now we are 
able to use the space for seating and the 
barbeque. 

 
 
 
 
2017 
 
 
 

Herbs, fruit trees etc. 
Plums are on the way—just another few 
weeks.  We have been watching the fruit 
grow from blossom to golf-ball size. 
 
Basil and thyme have been planted 
amongst the tomatoes and in a couple of 
big tubs.  We hope the plants will be al-
lowed to stay and grow, although, sadly, it 
looks like at least one thyme plant has al-
ready been pulled out.   
 

The Simply Living Community 
Garden was built in 2008 with 
support from the City of Port 
Phillip Community Grants Pro-
gram 



Compost 
Thanks to the Men’s Shed for making nice new hinged 
lids for the compost bays.  After some trial and error the 
double hinged lid for Bay 1 (where you add your scraps) 
seems to be working for most people. 

 
 
 
 
New half lid, 
2018 
 
 
 
 

We do have a problem with volume as more people are 
bringing scraps.  We need to help the system work as 
quickly and efficiently as possible so the compost can be 
moved through and make more room—and for that we 
need your help. 
 
Please bring  

 Only scraps that have a plant origin 

 Chopped small, and  

 Loose—not tied in bundles or in a bag of any kind 
Bio-degradable bags do break down eventually but 
they slow down the system as it is more difficult for 
the worms, bacteria and fungi to access the materi-
al to break down.  Please empty the bag or, prefer-
ably, bring your scraps in a re-usable container. 

 
Please also note we don’t have room to take garden 
waste from anywhere except our Simply Living Garden. 
 
Some of the things we have to sift out at the end of the 
composting process: tea bags (tea leaves are OK), coco-
nuts, bones, large sticks, ice cream sticks, plastic bags 
and containers, shredded plastic (check before you shred 
paper).  These take up space in the bays and time to sift 
out so please don’t add in the first place. 
 
Thank you 
To all those generous, often anonymous, people who 
have given plants and materials to the garden this year.  
To those we know: thanks Sandi, Carol, Jacinta, David, 
Heidi & Sasha. 
 
Skill sharing opportunities 
Wednesday Gardening: Gardening for pre-school fami-
lies, 1.15—2.00 pm (school terms) 
 
Kitchen Mates: Friday, fortnightly, 11 am-1.30 pm; com-
munity kitchen, cook and eat a healthy lunch together 
$5.00 per session, Bookings required, contact Janet or 
ph 9690 1188.  Resume 25th January. 
 
Community working bees:  
10-11 am, third Saturday of the month.  Share your gar-
dening skills or pick up some new ones while helping to 
maintain the garden.  Gloves, tools and refreshments 
provided.   
 
 
 

Make and Mend 
Monthly get together to stitch and fix or make something 
new.  Drop in to help make re-usable bags to support 
Boomerang Bags or work on your own projects.  Sewing 
machines provided.  Third Wednesday of the month, 
2.00-4.00 pm (note new time).  Afternoon tea provided. 
 
Grow & Eat  
School holiday cooking and gardening.  Wednesdays 
4th and 11th April, 1.00—3.00 pm.  Suitable for primary 
school aged children.  All children must be accompanied 
by a parent or adult carer for the duration of the activity. 
Limited places.  Bookings required, contact Janet or ph 
9690 1188.   
 
Little Free Library 
Please feel free to bor-
row a book from our 
Little Free Library on 
the Bridge St side of 
the church.   
 
Uniting for a Good Cause on the Garage Sale Trail 
Thanks to everyone who came to the garage sale on a 
20th October.  Despite the wet weather we had a good 
turn up and found new homes for hundreds of lovely 
items and plants grown by our gardeners. 
 
Christmas 2018 at South Port Uniting Church 
 
Carols by Candlelight—7pm, Thursday 
13th December, Port Melbourne Uniting 
Church, 144 Bridge St. 
 
A Celebration of Carols and Readings 
with the South Port Singers, Friday 21st 
December, 7.30 pm, South Melbourne 
Uniting Church, 325 Dorcas St 
 
Christmas Day combined family service, 
Tuesday 25th December, 9.30 am, South 
Melbourne Uniting Church 
 
Sunday services:  
South Melbourne 9.30 am 
Port Melbourne  10.45 am 
 

All welcome! 
Facebook: portmelbourneuca 

Picking from the garden 
Everyone is welcome to pick from the garden for their 
personal use.  The only things we ask are that you: 

 pick only what you need for your family today, 

 take care with the plants so that they can continue to 
grow and produce more for everyone.  The only 
whole plants that may be taken are the root vegies, 
(radishes, carrots, beetroot), onions and cabbages.  

 contribute to the garden in some way, such as: bring-
ing kitchen scraps for composting, watering the gar-
den, helping out at working bees, or making a dona-
tion (which could be cash, plants, manure, garden 
stakes, wire mesh, tools, etc.) 


